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AN OVERLOOKED NEW ZEALAND MEDICAL PIONEER

Central Otago-born Doug Jolly was one of the greatest war surgeons of the 
twentieth century. Tireless, dedicated and courageous, he was one of the most 
gifted Republican Army surgeons in the Spanish Civil War and his surgical manual 
based on his battlefield experiences close to the frontline was widely used in later 
wars. 

Frontline Surgeon traces Jolly’s remarkable career from medical training in 1920s 
New Zealand to medical director of Britain’s largest hospital for amputees, and 
restores him to the ranks of pioneers of modern medicine.

‘Derby’s scholarship is excellent, informed by access to private and public 
archives, as well as extensive interviews, sources and bibliography. These leave no 
doubt about Jolly’s place among New Zealand’s most distinguished expatriates.’ 
— Nevil Gibson, New Zealand Listener

‘This long overdue portrait will fascinate anyone interested in emergency medical 
care, the Spanish Civil War or WWII military history.’ — Jenny Nicholls, Waiheke 
Weekender

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Mark Derby has been published in Britain, Spain and the US. His previous books 
include Ragnar Redbeard: The Antipodean Origins of Radical Fabulist Arthur 
Desmond, Petals and Bullets: Dorothy Morris: New Zealand Nurse in the Spanish 
Civil War, White-collar Radical: Dan Long and the Rise of the White-collar Unions, 
The Prophet and the Policeman: The Story of Rua Kenana and John Cullen, 
Kiwi Compañeros: New Zealand and the Spanish Civil War and Rock College: An 
Unofficial History of Mount Eden Prison. He lives on Wellington’s south coast.

SALES POINTS

• A lively and compelling account of a remarkable life
• Well-known and well-respected writer
• Shines a light on a little known figure in our medical history and restores his 

reputation

Intelligent, relevant books for intelligent, enquiring readers

Frontline Surgeon
New Zealand medical pioneer Douglas Jolly
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