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WHAT IT MEANS TO OWN YOUR PAST

After Richard Shaw published his acclaimed memoir The Forgotten Coast in 2021,
he made contact with Pakeha with long settler histories who were coming to grips
with the truth of their respective families’ ‘pioneer stories’. They were questioning
the foundation of aggressive acts of colonisation and land confiscation on which
those stories had been constructed.

The Unsettled weaves those stories with Shaw’s own and features New
Zealanders who are trying to figure out how to live well with their own pasts, their
presents and their possible futures. They may be unsettled, but they are doing
something about it.

It is an indispensable companion for the journey towards understanding the
complex and difficult history of the New Zealand Wars and their ongoing
aftermath.

Praise for The Forgotten Coast:
‘Heartfelt, poetic; a pleasure to read’ — Rachel Buchanan, The Spinoff

‘A fresh and exciting approach to the history of Aotearoa New Zealand’ — Paul
Diamond, New Zealand Listener

‘Elegant, thought-provoking’ — Georgina White, The New Zealand Journal of
History

ABOUT THE EDITOR

Richard Shaw is a professor of politics at Massey University’s College of
Humanities and Social Sciences. He is a regular commentator on political

issues and the author of a number of academic publications about government,
parliament and politics in Aotearoa New Zealand. His heart increasingly lies in the
historical and emotional territories explored both in this and his 2021 book, The
Forgotten Coast (Massey University Press).

SALES POINTS

e Highly regarded author writing on a subject of huge relevance
e Goes to the heart of Aotearoa New Zealand’s decolonising journey
e Generous, sensitive and beautifully written

Massey University Press
Albany Campus, Private Bag 102904,
North Shore 0745, Auckland, New Zealand

Email editor@massey.ac.nz Media contact
Phone +64 9 213 6886 Sarah Thornton, Thornton Communications
www.masseypress.ac.nz Email sarah.thornton@prcomms.com
Phone (09) 479 8763 or 021753744



