
Massey University Press
Albany Campus, Private Bag 102904,  
North Shore 0745, Auckland, New Zealand www.masseypress.ac.nz

Email	 editor@masseypress.ac.nz
Phone	 +64 9 213 6886 

$37

DICK FRIZZELL

CATEGORY: Memoir

ISBN:  978-1-99-101693-5

EISBN: 978-1-99-101694-2

THEMA: DNZ, 1MBN  

BIC: 

BISAC: BIO026000 

PUBLISHER: Massey University Press 

IMPRINT: Massey University Press

PUBLISHED: March 2025

PAGE EXTENT: 296

FORMAT: Hardback

SIZE: 200 x 148mm

RIGHTS: World

AUTHORS’ RESIDENCE: Auckland, 

New Zealand

 

A LOVING MEMOIR SET IN SMALL-TOWN NEW ZEALAND

‘If I’d been asked to vote on it I would’ve said I’d landed at the centre of the universe. 
Standing on our corner of Sylvan Road and Victoria Street, with Te Mata Peak, the 
Tukituki River and the mad wilderness of Windsor Park to the back of me and the 
distinctly non-wilderness of Cornwall Park and the misty vista of the Ruahines in 
front of me, I was the master of all could barely survey.’ 

So writes the much loved painter Dick Frizzell in this charming, big-hearted memoir. 
It’s an endearing, and at times hilarious, love letter to his home town, Hastings, and 
the weirdly innocent world of the 1950s and early 1960s.

‘A celebration of landscape and culture, history and everyday objects’ — John Daly-
Peoples, New Zealand Arts Review

‘Will leave you both laughing and longing for a time when boyhood was one grand 
adventure’ — Chris Reed, NZ Booklovers

‘So much detail to love’ — Catherine Robertson, RNZ’s Afternoons

‘Portrays the experience of growing up with a touch of humour and keen insight’ — 
Jim Sullivan, Otago Daily Times

‘For readers of Frizzell’s generation, born during World War II, such as myself, the 
book is alive with endless reminders of how things used to be – the feeling and 
smell (to choose a random example) of wet woollen bathing suits with modesty 
flaps in front, which disappeared maybe sixty or seventy years ago. I was constantly 
impressed by the author’s vivid recall of the sensory experiences of childhood, from 
saveloys and iceblocks to Gene Autry and Donald Duck’ — Peter Simpson, Kete 
Books

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Dick Frizzell MNZM is one of New Zealand’s best-known painters. He studied at 
the Ilam School of Fine Arts at the University of Canterbury from 1960 to 1963 
and then had a long career in advertising. Alongside his career as a painter, 
Frizzell is also the highly sought-after designer of a range of products from toys 
to wine. He is the author of Dick Frizzell: The Painter (Random House, 2009), 
It’s All About the Image (Random House, 2011) Me, According to the History of 
Art (Massey University Press, 2020) and The Sun Is A Star (Massey University 
Press, 2021). Dick exhibits regularly and often works in collaborations with 
writers and other artists. He lives in Auckland with his wife, Jude.

SALES POINTS

•	 A heart-warming memoir by a well known and much admired artists
•	 Of wide appeal to all those who have called and call Hastings home
•	 Accessible and engaging
•	 Handsome hardback

Intelligent, relevant books for intelligent, enquiring readers
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