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THE FASCINATING LIVES OF THE KAIMANAWA WILD HORSES OF 
AOTEAROA NEW ZEALAND

In the mid-1990s Wayne Linklater landed a job researching the bands of wild horses 
that lived in New Zealand’s largest military training grounds around Waiouru. For 
the next four years he observed births, tensions, the love of stallions for their mares, 
violence, loyalty, courage and death, all played out against an astounding landscape. 

Linklater started out believing in the objectivity of conservation science and 
that free-roaming horses were a harmful, invasive species. But those four years 
taught him differently. Clear-eyed and backed by deep science, this moving book 
is about the complex and fascinating history and lives of wild horses, about the 
bonds between horses and humans, and also about becoming a different sort of 
conservationist. It is nature writing of a very high order.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Wayne Linklater completed his PhD at Massey in the late 1990s. He trained 
first as a freshwater ecologist and then later in wildlife biology. He has spent 
almost 25 years researching, writing and teaching about the ecology, behaviour 
and management of a variety of animals, from caddisflies and voles to horses, 
rhinoceroses and elephants in Africa, Australia, New Zealand, North America 
and Southeast-Asia. A former Associate Professor of Conservation Science in 
the School of Biological Sciences at Victoria University of Wellington, he is now 
a professor in the Department of Environmental Studies, CSU-Sacramento and 
Centre for African Conservation Ecology. 

SALES POINTS

•	 A beautiful engrossing text that takes readers from the vast sweep of horse 
evolution and history across the globe into the particularities of wild horse 
ecology in New Zealand. 

•	 Will absorb those who love and admire horses deep into their evolution and 
behaviour.

Intelligent, relevant books for intelligent, enquiring readers

Wild Horses of the Last Land 
What we can learn from the Kaimanawa wild horses
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