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STORYLINES NOTABLE BOOK 2018 / OVER 3000 SOLD
‘Near flawless’ — The Sapling, Best Books of 2017 

‘I’d recommend this wonderful book for kids and adults to share from age 7 up . . . it is a 
fascinating read for all future eco-warriors.’ — Sarah Forster, Booksellers NZ

The little kākā that lost its way, the kererū with the broken wing, the tuatara that went floppy, 
the whio that couldn’t fly, the kea with the broken foot . . . 

All these stories and more are from Wildbase, the remarkable New Zealand native animal 
veterinary hospital, and told by expert natural history writer Janet Hunt. 

This is the perfect book for everyone who cares about our wild creatures and wants to know 
more about how they are helped when they are ill or injured. Children, parents and teachers will 
be entranced and inspired by the stories of how skilled vets can cure our endangered species.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Janet Hunt is one of New Zealand’s best known natural history writers, both for adults and
children. Her books include: How to Mend a Kea (2017, reprinted 2017), a Storylines Notable
Book in 2018; A Bird in the Hand: Keeping New Zealand Wildlife Safe (2003), Book of the
Year and Best in Non-Fiction at the 2004 New Zealand Post Book Awards and the Elsie
Locke Award at the LIANZA Children’s Book Awards in 2004; From Weta to Kauri: A Guide
to the New Zealand Forest (2004), a finalist in the 2005 New Zealand Post Book Awards
for Children and Young Adults; and Wetlands of New Zealand: A Bitter-sweet Story (2007),
which won the Montana Medal for Non-Fiction at the 2008 Montana New Zealand Book
Awards.

SALES POINTS

•	 A superb book for children that fills a gap in the market for high quality non-fiction for 
young New Zealand children

•	 Written by one of New Zealand’s best-known natural history writers (Wetlands, which 
won the Deutz Medal at the Montana Book Awards; Our Big Blue Backyard, the book of 
the fabulous TV series, Bird in the Hand and From Weta to Kauri)

•	 Tells a series of fascinating stories about some of the native birds and mammals that 
have come to Wildbase for veterinary treatment and the people (vets, vet nurses, etc.) 
who work there

•	 Rich with images and a strong conservation message
•	 A sparkling narrative that has sufficient depth that young readers will gain great insights 

into how special our native birds and animals are and how at risk some of them are
•	 Gives young readers insight into the veterinary world and may inspire some of them to 

consider it as a career
•	 Includes a section on what children can do in their own gardens, suburbs, schools and 

communities to assist wildlife

Intelligent, relevant books for intelligent, inquiring readers
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