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THE UNTOLD STORY OF THE NEW ZEALANDERS WHO FOUGHT 
THE GREAT WAR UNDER OTHER FLAGS
New Zealand’s military contribution to the First World War was a massive effort for a 
small country. The figure most often quoted is that from October 1914 through to October 
1918, just over 100,000 New Zealanders embarked for military service overseas. But that 
number does not include the thousands who served under other imperial flags: with the 
Australian Imperial Force, British army units, the Indian army, the Canadian Expeditionary 
Force, the American Expeditionary Force, the South African Overseas Expeditionary Force, 
the French Foreign Legion, and even the Ceylon Planters Rifle Corps. Nor does it include  
the women who served with other nations’ medical organisations or by entertaining troops. 
This meticulously researched book details a range of New Zealanders who fought for the 
British Empire under other flags. They have not previously been included in First World War 
statistics, and there may be as many as 12,000 of them, 1400 of whom died. From heroes 
and ratbags to singers and medical pioneers, in For King and Other Countries Glyn Harper 
tells their stories.

‘For King and Other Countries has found a fresh angle our WW1 history — an engrossing 
catalogue of those who served under other flags. ... What’s so engaging about this book is 
the individual stories, the odd places they ended up and the occasional tragic ends they 
met. ... And the stories of the occasional conmen and scallywags who would jump from one 
army of the Empire to the other and of selfless nurses who just wanted to make a difference 
wherever they were needed round out this refreshingly entertaining volume of war stories.’ 
— New Zealand Listener

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Glyn Harper is Professor of War Studies at Massey University. Glyn is Massey University’s 
project manager for the Centenary History of New Zealand and the First World War. He 
is the author of more than 30 books on military history, including several bestsellers, and 
books for children. His other book published as part of the Centenary History of New 
Zealand and the First World War is Johnny Enzed: The New Zealand soldier in the First 
World War 1914–1918 (Auckland: Exisle, 2015). Christine Clement has been a family and 
local historian for over half her life and has a major interest in the First World War. She is 
the author of numerous databases, articles, books and a website, and is the New Zealand 
consultant for ancestry.com.au. Rebecca Johns is a researcher and administrator for 
the Centenary History of New Zealand and the First World War. Rebecca graduated from 
Massey University with an MA, and has a strong interest in military history.

SALES POINTS

•	 Another outstanding volume in the World War One Centenary History Programme 
series of official histories of New Zealand’s involvement in the Great War

•	 High profile and highly regarded author with a winning track record
•	 Written in a lively, accessible style aimed at the interested general reader, the book also 

has an analytical rigour that makes it of value to those with a more academic interest in 
the subject

•	 The text is complemented by a range of maps, illustrations, graphs and diagrams

Intelligent, relevant books for intelligent, inquiring readers
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