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CELEBRATING THE WORK AND LEGACY OF A GREAT NEW 
ZEALAND ARCHITECT

From the 1960s until his early death in 1994, New Zealand architect Claude 
Megson forged a significant body of experimental houses — typically abstract and 
fantastical, they could seem almost unfathomable in their complexity.  

His work was written about in the same company as Ian Athfield, Peter Beaven, 
John Scott and Roger Walker, and as a teacher he influenced generations of 
architects who studied at the Auckland School of Architecture.

Claude Megson Architect interrogates the arc of Megson’s career, bringing together 
new photography and 150+ of his remarkable drawings. It both celebrates and 
illuminates his work, at a time when his legacy is being newly appreciated. 

‘If you’re a Megson fan, as I am, you’ll turn off all notifications and head for a secret 
hideaway to deep dive into the information and images in this monograph’ — Claire 
McCall, Homestyle magazine

‘A compelling account of the life and works of New Zealand architect Claude 
Megson . . . The book’s cedar-coloured cover echoes the stained cedar 
weatherboards from which many of Megson’s homes were constructed’ —  Anne 
Kerslake Hendricks, NZ Booklovers

‘I love a good architecture book, and Massey University Press make some of the 
best’ — Jenny Nicholls, Waiheke Weekender

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 

Giles Reid worked for Auckland practice Architectus after graduating from the 
University of Auckland School of Architecture and was employed by the Renzo 
Piano Building Workshop on the design and construction of the Shard, first in 
Paris, then London, where he now lives. He then started his own architecture 
practice, focusing on arts-related and domestic projects. He produces an 
ongoing series of books on forgotten New Zealand buildings. His monograph on 
emigré architect Henry Kulka was published in 2022.

Jackie Meiring is an Auckland photographer who specialises in architecture as 
well as advertising, beauty, fashion and lifestyle. For over 20 years her work has 
appeared in many leading architecture and design magazines.  

SALES POINTS

•	 Another in Massey University Press’s series of highly regarded books  
about New Zealand architecture 

•	 Handsome cloth-covered limpbound
•	 A must for all interested in New Zealand architecture 

Intelligent, relevant books for intelligent, enquiring readers

Claude Megson
Architect
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