
Email	 sarah.thornton@prcomms.com
Phone	 (09) 479 8763 or 021 753744

Media contact
Sarah Thornton, Thornton Communications

Massey University Press
Albany Campus, Private Bag 102904,  
North Shore 0745, Auckland, New Zealand www.masseypress.ac.nz

Email	 editor@masseypress.ac.nz
Phone	 +64 9 213 6886 

Agency of Hope 
The story of the Auckland City Mission 1920–2020

$49.99

PETER LINEHAM

CATEGORY: History

ISBN: 978-0-9951318-8-0 

ESBN: N/A

THEMA: NHTB JKSN1 1MBN 3MP

BISAC: HIS053000, REL045000, 

SOC033000, SOC045000

BIC: JKSN1, HBJM

PUBLISHER: Massey University Press

IMPRINT: Massey University Press

PUBLISHED: October 2020

PAGE EXTENT: 296 

FORMAT: Limpbound with flaps

SIZE: 250mm x 190mm

RIGHTS: World

AUTHOR’S RESIDENCE: Auckland

 

A CENTURY OF AUCKLANDERS HELPING AUCKLANDERS 

This lively history by well-known historian Peter Lineham features over 100 
photographs and takes readers inside a remarkable organisation working at the 
front lines of a society in which poverty has become entrenched. 

For 100 years the Auckland City Mission has been the lynchpin of the city’s 
compassion towards and support for the poor, the marginalised and the homeless. 
Perhaps the best known of the city’s charitable organisations, many thousands of 
Aucklanders have been involved with the work of the Mission. Its story, marked at 
times by struggle, is colourful and peopled by memorable characters. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Professor Peter Lineham has for many years written and lectured extensively 
on the religious history of New Zealand. His recent work has focused on broader 
trends in contemporary religion. His most recent book is Sunday Best: How the 
church shaped New Zealand and New Zealand shaped the church (2017). He 
is currently engaged in various projects on new religious movements in New 
Zealand, and on Brethren, Protestant, Evangelical and Anglican history.

SALES POINTS

•	 Written by New Zealand’s leading historian of religion, who is frequently sought 
for comment by the media

•	 The story of one of Auckland’s best-known charity organisations

•	 A lively history peopled by some remarkable characters and featuring over  
100 illustrations

•	 This is a fascinating look at the nuts-and-bolts of charity work in New Zealand, 
and how it has changed over the years to meet society’s changing needs

Intelligent, relevant books for intelligent, inquiring readers
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